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Hello AIMHO:

On behalf of the Awards and Recognition Committee, we wanted to send a quick note to let you know about recognition opportunities that are coming up throughout the month of September. Sorry that this is coming a few days into the month, but training, opening and the holiday weekend caught up a little bit. Take care and remember that recognition can happen in many ways.  

5 Quick Ways To Recognize Others

1. Create an Above and Beyond the Call of Duty (ABCD) Award. 
2. Hold informal retreats to foster communication and set goals. 
3. Ask your boss to attend a meeting with your employees during which you thank individuals and groups for their specific contributions. 
4. Pop in at the first meeting of a special project team and express your appreciation for their involvement. 
5. Provide a lunch for project teams once they have made interim findings. Express your appreciation. 
September is…
· Hispanic Heritage Month
· National Courtesy Month
September 5: Labor Day
Dedicated in honor of the worker, it is also appropriately called the "workingman's holiday". The holiday is dedicated to you in respect and appreciation for the work you do in or outside of the home, union or non-union, big company, small companies, or government. As long as you work somewhere at something, this holiday is for you! 
The first Labor Day was held celebrated in New York City on September 5, 1882 and was started by the Central Labor Union in New York City. In 1884, it was moved to the first Monday in September where it is celebrated today. Labor Day quickly became popular and one state after another voted it as a holiday. On June 28, 1894, the U.S. congress voted it a national holiday. 
Labor Day is also viewed as the official end of summer. While the Fall Equinox is still a couple of weeks away, kids go back to school and summer vacations are over. So this marks the end of the season. Many people celebrate this weekend with one last picnic. It is also the date that many people close up the pool, and put away the boats. 
September 10: Swap Ideas Day
Swap Ideas Day encourages us to share and trade ideas and concepts. As you fully participate in this day, we think you will get plenty of good ideas to put to use in your everyday life. Some will be so good, that you will want to pass them along, (or swap them) to others.   
Sharing is good. Ideas are a good thing, too. Putting the two together should produce a real winner of a day, eh!? 
Hey, I've got an idea on how to celebrate this special day? Lets swap a few ideas between each other!! 
September 11: 9/11 Remembrance
I doubt anyone will ever forget where they were on the morning of September 11, 2001, when they heard of the attacks on the twin World Trade Towers in NYC and the Pentagon in Washington. This horrible and tragic day is etched forever in our memories. 
Like the attack on Pearl Harbor that brought us into World War II, the 911 attacks led us into a new war... the war on terrorism. It also touched and changed forever, the lives of each and every American. 
On the anniversary of 911, we encourage you to spend a few minutes reflecting upon this event, and praying for the victims who died, and their families and friends. 
September 11: Grandparent’s Day
It is only right and fitting that one day of the year is set aside to honor our grandparents. It is time to celebrate those special people who are always there with a hug, a kiss, a cookie, something special,  or take us somewhere. 
National Grandparent's Day originated in 1978. Then President Jimmy Carter declared it to be the first Sunday after Labor Day. 
If you can, enjoy the day with them. That is the greatest gift they can receive from you. If you can’t see them, call them. When you call, make sure you have the time for a long conversation. Remember, grandparents will always ask about you first and listen intently to everything you have to say. They are never rushed or in a hurry. They are there just for you. 


September 16: POW/MIA Recognition Day
POW/MIA Recognition Day is a day of remembrance and hope for the speedy and safe return of American Prisoners of War, and those still Missing in Action. It also seeks the return of the remains of fallen soldiers. 
The first official commemoration of POW/MIAs was July 18, 1979. It was the result of resolutions passed in Congress. The first national ceremony was held on this date. Over the next several years, it was held in varying dates of the year. Finally, in 1986, The National League of Families proposed the third Friday in September as a day to recognize and remember POW/MIAs. This date was selected, as it is not associated with any wars. Each year, the president of the United States issues a proclamation on this day. 
Please take a few moments today, to remember our missing soldiers, and those held as prisoners of war. Attend a ceremony in your area. Keep thoughts for POWs and MIAs. 
September 16: Mexico’s Independence Day
On this day, Mexico celebrates its independence from Spain, which came as a result of a revolt against Spain in 1810. It is otherwise known as “Grito de Dolores” or “Cry of Dolores”, a small town in Mexico near Guanajuato. Mexican Independence day is a major holiday in the Mexican culture and people typically begin celebrating on the eve of Sept 16. (Other Latin American countries in Central America also gained independence from Spain during the month of September including Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua).
September 18-24: Deaf Awareness Week
This week focuses on drawing attention to deaf people, their accomplishments and their issues.
September 19: National Talk like A Pirate Day
Ahoy, Matey! Did you know that today is International Talk like a Pirate Day? It's a day just for fun, a day to let out the pirate in each of us. We like "just for fun" days and we know you do, too. 
Practice up your "pirate-speak" in anticipation of this day. The conversation will be lively, and you don't want to be left behind. Today, everyone will be talking the talk, if not walking the walk. It is not a requirement to dress like a pirate today. Just talk like one.  
September 21: International Day of Peace
The international Day of Peace was established in 1981 by the United Nations in order to provide an opportunity for communities, individuals and organizations to commit acts of peace on a shared date. 

September 22: Autumnal Equinox 
The Autumnal Equinox marks the first day of fall in the Northern hemisphere and the first day of spring in the Southern hemisphere. Equinoxes occur at different times in different parts of the world because they are instances when the sun appears directly over the Earth’s equator rather than particular days. 
September 28: Rosh Hashanah-Jewish New Year
Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of a new year in the Hebrew calendar. Rosh Hashanah literally means “head of the year” or “first of the year.” It falls in the Hebrew month Tishrei, ten days before Yom Kippur. Tishrei is the month in which it is believed that God created the world. Thus, Rosh Hashanah can be thought of as the world’s birthday. In addition, this time is typically spent repenting for wrong doings and examining one’s life as tradition holds that during this time, God decides who will live and who will die in the upcoming year. Visit the UA Hillel website for more information on services and dinner.
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