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Hello AIMHO:

On behalf of the Awards and Recognition Committee, we wanted to send a quick note to let you know about recognition opportunities that are coming up throughout the month of October. Sorry that this is coming a few days into the month, but training, opening and the holiday weekend caught up a little bit. Take care and remember that recognition can happen in many ways.  

October is…
· Breast Cancer Awareness Month
· Cookie Month
· Domestic Violence Awareness Month
· Diversity Awareness Month
· GLBT Awareness Month
· National Disability Employment Month
· German-American Heritage Month
· National Italian-American Heritage Month
· National Mental Illness Awareness Month
· Polish-American Heritage Month
Weekly Celebrations:
· Week of October 3-7: Customer Service Week & Getting Organized Week
· Week of October 10-14: Fire Prevention Week & Pet Peeve Week
· Week of October 10-14: National Coming Out Week
October 1: World Vegetarian Day
World Vegetarian Day encourages us all to eat our vegetables and fruits. Countless studies have proven that a diet filled with fruits and vegetables is good for our health. Vegetarians, have taken this path either for their health, or from a conviction that they should not eat, and therefore, kill animals. 
A vegetarian, by definition, eats no meat. That includes fish and other forms of seafood. Bottom line is, a vegetarian eats no animal. Their diet consists of plants....fruits and vegetables. They are ethically and morally opposed to killing animals for food.  They are also against poor treatment of animals at farms ad slaughterhouses. 
There are plenty of groups and organizations that support the vegetarian effort. If you are considering becoming a vegetarian, a quick web search, or a look up in your local phone directory should produce a group near you. While you are online, check out the wide range of sites offering vegetarian recipes.   
This day is used to promote awareness of the issues, and encourages others to become vegetarians. Seeing as fruits and vegetables are very healthy for you, World Vegetarian Day is a good day to try a vegetarian diet. You might just be surprised at how good it tastes, too. 
October 2: National Custodial Worker Day
National Custodial Workers Day is today. Give your custodial worker a big thanks. At your school, church, place of employment, and a variety of other places, your custodial support are silently at work all year long. They are the workers who clean and keep in good repair, the facility that you enjoy. They seldom get recognition. They are usually in the background or "behind" the scene. 
Take a minute on this day, to seek out custodial workers at your facility. Give them a big "TY" for all that they do to keep the facility sparkling and running like a top. 
If you are a custodial worker, we wish you a very happy National Custodial Workers Day! 
October 5: National Do Something Nice Day
Today is Do Something Nice Day. Go ahead, do something nice, anything nice. And, do it to, or for, another individual. It won't hurt......we promise. 
Doing something nice for someone almost always evokes a very pleasant response. At the very least, it results in a smile. More likely, that person will do something nice to, or for you. And, best of all, doing something nice just might be contagious. 
In keeping with the spirit of this day, set a goal to do something nice for someone. Perhaps, you can do this for several people. Then, sit back and watch the results! 
October 5: World Teacher Day 
Teachers deserve a little recognition, and some thanks and appreciation. Aside from parents and direct family, who else has as much influence on the hearts ann minds of a child... your child? Teachers not only educate, but they help to shape and frame your child's beliefs, values, and behaviors. 
Parents and students are encouraged to offer thanks and recognition today. A simple "thanks", or an ecard is sufficient.   
BTW: An apple a day may keep the  doctor away. But, teachers love to get apples. 
If you are a teacher, Happy World Teacher Day! 
October 7: World Smile Day
World Smile Day celebrates the ever popular yellow smiley. It also offers us an opportunity to do an act of kindness. According to the World Smile Day website, a proclamation of this day was made by the U.S. Congress. Now that should put a smiley on your face. 
The smiley face became so popular, that the U.S. Post Office issued a stamp with the smiley face. 
The intent of World Smile Day is to do an act of kindness, or help one person to smile. Why not do both!? 
The yellow smiley stands brightly smiling upon this day, offering it's stamp of approval. 

October 8: Yom Kippur
Beginning at sunset on Tishri 9 and lasting until three stars appear after Tishri 10, Yom Kippur is the holiest day in the Jewish calendar. The observance is also known as the Day of Atonement since the events of Yom Kippur focus on asking and granting forgiveness for one's transgressions. Yom Kippur falls at the end of the ten Days of Penitence which begin with Rosh Hashanah, the Day of Judgment.
Jews attend services at a synagogue or temple on the eve and day of Yom Kippur. The Kol Nidre, a prayer which asks forgiveness of sins, is recited on the eve. Prayers which emphasize cleansing of the soul are recited during the day services. Congregants mourning family members who died in the past year recite Yiskor prayers in which God's forgiveness is asked for the deceased.
On Yom Kippur, Jews perform no work and abstain from food, drink, and sex. Laws about Yom Kippur are found in Leviticus 16, Leviticus 23:16-32, Leviticus 25:9, and in Numbers 29:7-11.
October 10: Columbus Day
For decades and decades, American history books and school teaching told us that Christopher Columbus discovered America. What those books and teachings did not give credit to was the fact that Native Americans were already here first and truly discovered America. It also gave little mention to the fact that Nordic explorers had travelled down the eastern cost of Canada thousands of years earlier. 
Today, we celebrate Columbus day for what it accurately is. Columbus did discover the existence of the New World for Europeans who until then, believed the world was flat and ended somewhere in the Atlantic. And, the focus is more upon discovery of the "New World", and less upon Columbus himself. 
Did You Know? Columbus day is sometimes referred to as "Discoverer's Day". 
October 11: National Coming Out Day
National Coming Out Day is an international event which gives gay, lesbian and bisexual people the opportunity to "come out" to others about their sexuality. It also provides a means of increasing the visibility of gay people. In the United States, the day is facilitated by the Human Rights Campaign's National Coming Out Project (NCOP).
The first National Coming Out Day was held on October 11, 1988. This date was chosen for the annual event in commemoration of the 1987 March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights. It also marks the anniversary of the first visit of the AIDS Memorial Quilt to Washington, D. C.
Many communities and college campuses sponsor activities such as dances, film festivals, workshops, literature booths, and rallies on National Coming Out Day. 
October 13-19: Sukkot
Sukkot, also known as Feast of Booths or Feast of Tabernacles, begins at sunset the day before the 15th day of Tishri in the Hebrew calendar and lasts for seven days. Only the first two days are celebrated as full holidays. The word Sukkot means 'booth' and recalls the time that Israelites wandered in the desert during their journey to the promised land and lived in the sukkots. 
Sukkot is the third Pilgrimage festival mentioned in the Old Testament and is a holiday of joy and happiness. It is observed by the building of a temporary dwelling (Vayikra 23: 42-43: "In booths you are to dwell for seven days ...so that your generations will know that I caused the children of Israel to dwell in booths when I took them from the land of Egypt....") and by the gathering of four plants (Vayikra 23:40: "And you shall take for yourself on the first day the fruit of a goodly tree, branches of palm trees, the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before Hashem...for seven days."). On the seventh day, the four plants are paraded around the synagogue in a celebration called Hoshana Rabba, or Great Hosanna.
Sukkot also signifies a thanksgiving for the harvest. In keeping with this, the temporary dwellings are decorated with fruits of the land.
October 16: Boss’s Day
Now here is a day that gives you a chance to both tell and show the boss what you really think of him or her. And, to give your boss the appreciation that he or she truely deserves. So go right ahead and give it to him.....give it to him good! After all, it only comes around once a year. 

What Makes a Good Boss? 
Here are some attributes people say make for the best boss: 
· Fair 
· Honest 
· Understanding 
· Approachable 
· A good communicator 

History: 
The origin of Bosses Day dates back to 1958. Patricia Bays Haroski, an employee at State Farm Insurance Company in Illinois, registered it with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Ms. Haroski chose the date because it was her father's birthday. Who was her boss? ....her father. 
October 19: Simchat Torah
Simhat Torah (Tishri 23) literally means "rejoicing in the Torah" and represents the culmination of Sukkot and Shemini Atzeret. It is a joyous celebration which concludes the annual cycle of the reading of the Torah, the first five books of the Bible.
During the evening of Simhat Torah, the last chapter of Devarim (Deuteronomy) is read aloud by the Bridegroom of the Law. Afterward, the scrolls of the Torah are removed from the Ark for seven hakafot or processions around the Synagogue. Singing children, and sometimes adults, follow the processional with banners and candles. 
The next morning, after another processional, the Bridegroom of the Beginning reads the opening verses of Bereshis (Genesis). This continuous reading of the Torah demonstrates that there is no end to the Torah.
Simhat Torah is celebrated concurrently with Shemini Atzeret by most Reform Jews. Orthodox and Conservative Jews celebrate the holidays separately.
October 20: Shemini Atzere
Shemini Atzeret occurs on the day after the seven day festival of Sukkot. It falls on Tishri 22 in the Hebrew Calendar beginning at sunset the night before and is generally translated as "the eighth day of assembly". 
The Talmud declares the eighth day as a separate holiday and one dedicated to the love of God. References to the celebration can be found in Bamidbar [Numbers] 29:35 ("On the eighth day you shall hold a solemn gathering; you shall not work at your occupations"). 
In ancient Israel, Shemini Atzeret coincided with the beginning of the rainy season. Accordingly, prayers for rain (Tefillat geshem) and good crops were recited. Many Orthodox Jews still recite the ancient prayers at this time.
Shemini Atzeret is celebrated concurrently with Simhat Torah by most Reform Jews. Orthodox and Conservative Jews celebrate the holidays separately.
October 22: Make a Difference Day
Initiated in 1990, this is a national day is for devoted to helping others by doing volunteer work in the community. The activity can be almost anything. Millions of Americans participate in community improvement projects. It takes the form of cleanup, fixup, painting, and repair in poorer neighborhoods, parks and municipal facilities. It doesn't matter what project you take on. It doesn't matter whether you help a non-profit organization, the community, your town, nursing home, a church, a food kitchen, or any other group in need. What matters is that you participate. 
Make a commitment to help others for just one day. Make a difference on Make a Difference Day! 
Did You Know? Each year on Make a Difference Day, ex-President Jimmie Carter gets out his hammer and saw ,and helps to build or rebuild housing in underprivileged areas. There is not better example of people helping others than this! 
October 26-30: Diwali
Diwali is a five day Hindu festival which occurs on the fifteenth day of Kartika. Diwali means "rows of lighted lamps" and the celebration is often referred to as the Festival of Lights. During this time, homes are thoroughly cleaned and windows are opened to welcome Laksmi, goddess of wealth. Candles and lamps are lit as a greeting to Laksmi. Gifts are exchanged and festive meals are prepared during Diwali. The celebration means as much to Hindus as Christmas does to Christians. 
Because there are many regions in India, there are many manifestations of the Diwali festival. In at least one area, the festival begins with Dhanteras, a day set aside to worship Laksmi. In the Indian culture, wealth is not viewed as a corruptive power. Instead, a wealthy person is considered to have been rewarded for good deeds of a past life. 
On the second day Kali, the goddess of Strength, is worshipped. This day also focuses on abolishing laziness and evil. 
On the third day (the last day of the year in the lunar calendar), lamps are lighted and shine brightly in every home. The lamp symbolizes knowledge and encourages reflection upon the purpose of each day in the festival. The goal is to remember the purpose throughout the year.
The fourth day of Diwali falls on the first day of the lunar New Year. At this time, old business accounts are settled and new books are opened. The books are worshipped in a special ceremony and participants are encouraged to remove anger, hate, and jealousy from their lives.
On the final day (Balipratipada) of the festival, Bali, an ancient Indian king, is recalled. Bali destroyed the centuries old philosophies of the society. However, in addition to this, he is remembered for being a generous person. Thus, the focus of this day is to see the good in others, including enemies.
Because there is no one universally accepted Hindu calendar, this holiday may be celebrated on a different date in some parts of India, but it always falls in the months of October or November.

October 31: Halloween
It's absolutely Halloween. And, Halloween is absolutely the best holiday of the year. It is the favorite for many  of us, as there is no stress, no overload, and no "Holiday Depression" . It's just absolutely fun. 
You will absolutely find the best of the net here. Seen a neat one? Seen a scary one? Seen a fun one? Email it to us to share with others. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bats, the Bizarre, Dracula, Ghosts, Witches, Graveyards, Ghouls, Haunted Houses, Halloween Movies, Paranormal, Halloween Parties, Pumpkins, Skeletons, Scarecrows, Vampires....... You name it, we'll take you to it. 
Quote for the Day: "Home is where the haunt is!" 
Did you know? Kids beware! About 9 t of 10 parents admit to sneaking a treat from their kids treat bag. 
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Recognizing the
Journey of Others

Asweembatkona ~  during AIMHO 2011 the Awards and Recogm'tion
Committee would like you to think abouthowyouean ~~~~~ byhonoring and
recognizing colleagues throughout the region. Every day there are people doing amazing things on our cam-
puses, and this is your opportunity to show them how much they mean to you, your students, your depart-
ment, and your university. As a new year begins think about how those around you have had the greatest
impact and recognize all the hard work and dedication of our colleagues by nominating them for one of the
following awards:

Outstanding Undergraducte Student

Outstanding Graduate Student

Outstanding Mid-Level Professional

Outstanding New Professional

Outstanding Service

Distinguished Service

ProfessionaliGraduate Student Social Justice Action Award
Undergraduate Student Social Justice Action Award

Award criteria and ngnaﬁon forms can be found by visiting the AIMHO website =~~~ and
selecting the Awards and Recognition Committee page or you can go to:

categories
To ease the nomination process, forms have been streamlined and require the following information:

1. A4 500 word (or less) description on why you believe the nominee
is worthy of the award.

37
‘- 2. 2. A 200word abstract on the nominee for the Awards and
% Recognition slideshow, which will be shown during the closing
banquet.

3. 4 quote describing the nominee that will be read during the awards
presentation if he/she is selected for the awards.
v 4. A picture of the nominee that will be used in the Awards and
Recognition slideshow.

All nominations should be submitted through the AIMHO Awards
Recognition webpage by Saturday, October 15, 2011 by 11:59p.m.
Late submissions will not be considered. If you have questions
regarding submissions please contact Awards & Recognition Chair,
Jeff Rosenberry via email.





