Hello AIMHO:
 
On behalf of the Awards and Recognition Committee, we wanted to send a quick note to let you know about recognition opportunities that are coming up throughout the rest of May. 
 
National Police Week (May 15-21)
· Police officers protect us 24/7 every day of the year. It's a sometimes dangerous job. They know they are putting their lives at risk to make and keep us safe. Police officers know the risks, and accept them. Sometimes, they pay the ultimate price. 
· Ways to participate in this day:
· Show appreciation for police officers. 
· Make a donation to a police officer fund or memorial 
· Thank your police officers for a job well done.
 
National Bike To Work Day (May 20)
· National Bike to Work Day is a great opportunity to get some exercise, and to save gas. National Bike Month was started by the League. 2011 marks the 55th anniversary. The event was timed to coincide with the arrival of warmer weather. It has inspired countless bike rides, safety inspections, commuter challenges, ribbon-cuttings, "share the road" promotions, and other varied celebrations of bicycling in communities across the nation. 
· One of the most popular activities in Bike Month, is encouraging people to bicycle to work and forsake their motor vehicles for just one day. Bike to Work Week is the third week in May, and the third Friday in May is designated as National Bike to Work Day. 

Armed Forces Day (21)
· This is simply a day to salute sharply to all of the men and women in all branches of the service who protect our country and you. They can be called upon at a moment's notice to perform a risky and perilous mission for freedom and country. They train diligently both physically and mentally so they will be prepared to prevail in any mission they face. 	
· Ways to participate in this day:
· Write letters or cards to those in your department who serve or have served in the armed forces
· A simple thank you and a smile go a long way
· Create a Door Decoration for those who have served that has the seal of their military branch and a thank you
 
World No Tobacco Day (31)
· World No Tobacco Day brings awareness of the health issues and dependency issues related to tobacco use. World No Tobacco Day stresses the importance of making people all over the world aware of the health dangers of using tobacco. And, it also stresses the addictive nature of tobacco use. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Remember that recognition can take place in many ways, big and small. Here are 5 Quick Recognition Ideas for the month of May:
 
Swap a task with an employee for a day – his/her choice. 
Find out a person’s hobby and buy an appropriate gift. 
Make a thank-you card by hand. 
Cover the person’s desk with balloons. 
Make and deliver a fruit basket. 
 
Take care and stay tuned for more great recognition opportunities in the month of June. Please feel free to submit your recognize ideas by replying to this email and we will feature them in next month’s email. 

