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Hello AIMHO:

On behalf of the Awards and Recognition Committee, we wanted to send a quick note to let you know about recognition opportunities that are coming up throughout the month of June. Take care and remember that recognition can happen in many ways.  

5 Quick Ways To Recognize Others

· Create and string a banner across the work area. 
· Give a deserving colleague a mug filled with treats. 
· Give a framed poem (poster or card) as a thank you. 
· Greet colleagues by name. 
· Practice positive nonverbal behaviors that demonstrate appreciation. 

GLBT Pride Month 

This month is meant to recognize the impact gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and intersex people have had on the world. GLBT groups celebrate with pride parades, picnics, parties, memorials for those lost from hate crimes, and other group gathering events that attract thousands upon thousands of individuals. InterPride, the International Association of Pride Organizers, was founded in 1982 and has grown to encompass pride events around the world throughout the year. Although June remains the primary month for pride events the annual calendar shows events in most months.

June 8: Best Friend Day

Best Friend Day is a time to enjoy and appreciate your best friend. It's a day to honor and cherish the relationship. If you're lucky, you have a best friend. If you are real lucky, you have a number of best friends. Best friends are very, very special people. You spend countless hours with your best friend going to events and activities, or just hanging out. You share secrets, hopes, dreams, aspirations, and disappointments with your best friend. 

Some folks say you can only have one best friend. This author disagrees. You can have a couple at the same time, or several over time. Friends come and go for a variety of reasons. It's the result of many things, including moving, changing schools or jobs, and more. We hope that you are lucky enough to have a number of best friends over the years. 

Celebrate Best Friend Day by: 
· Spending time with your best friend 
· Making efforts to find a best friend(if you don't currently have one) 
· Giving a small gift or card to your best friend 
· Calling an old best friend that you've lost touch with 

June 11: Hug Holiday Day

Hug Holiday Day encourages us to give hugs to those who need them. On this day, people go out and give hugs at senior citizen centers, hospitals, and other places. The focus is upon everyone who needs the warmth, cheer, and love that a hug provides. This very special day was created by the "Hugs for Health Foundation". According to the Foundation: “Hug Holiday is founded on the premise that hugs, friendship and volunteer support are vital components to the overall senior care plan." 

Celebrate Hug Holiday Day today by: 
· Giving hugs to those who need one 
· Joining Hugs for Heath 
· Making a donation to this or another group 

June 14: Flag Day

Flag Day, a day for all Americans to celebrate and show respect for our flag, its designers and makers. Our flag is representative of our independence and our unity as a nation.....one nation, under God, indivisible. Our flag has a proud and glorious history. It was at the lead of every battle fought by Americans. Many people have died protecting it. It even stands proudly on the surface of the moon. 

June 19: Father’s Day

A day to honor Dad. NO. Better still, it is a day to enjoy time with Dad and appreciate all he does for you. What Dad really wants is healthy, happy and successful kids. And, he wants you to spend a few moments with him on Father's Day. Today's life style is busy for both dads and kids. So, a little time with dad on Father's day is just what he wants. 

A Father is more than the biological paternal source of our being. It is the person who cares and provides for us. It is the man who helps to set the standards, the family values and the example. So add to this group, step fathers and other men who willingly and eagerly accept and cherish the role. Whether biological, adopted or informally, if they are the father figure to you, give him some recognition today and don't hesitate to call him "Dad". 

Did you know? The first Father's Day celebration was in Spokane, Washington on May 18, 1910. 

June 19: Juneteenth  

This is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United States.
Though Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on September 22, 1862, with an effective date of January 1, 1863, it did not have an immediate effect, particularly in the Confederate States of America. Texas, as a part of the Confederacy, was resistant to the Emancipation Proclamation.Today Juneteenth commemorates African American freedom and emphasizes education and achievement. 
 
39 states and the District of Columbia recognize Juneteenth as either a state holiday or state holiday observance; Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, Nevada, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming.
 
June 26: Beautician's Day 

Beautician's Day is an opportunity to show appreciation to those who make you look beautiful and stunning. Beauticians include your hair stylist, as well as manicurists. Their talents and training transforms the everyday you into the beautiful person you always knew was inside of you. They make you glow, and feel great about yourself.  It's fair and fitting that you show appreciation to your Beautician. 
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