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Hello AIMHO:
On behalf of the Awards and Recognition Committee, we wanted to send a quick note to let you know about recognition opportunities that are coming up throughout the month of January. We hope this finds you well and wish you great joy during the new year. Take care and remember that recognition can happen in many ways.  

January is…
· National Blood Donor Month
· National Braille Literacy Month
· National Soup Month
Week Celebrations in January include…
· 9-13: Letter Writing Week
Of The Month Recognition
How do you recognize outstanding students, groups, and programs on your campus? An Of-the-Month (OTM) is a monthly award distributed by NACURH (that's the National Association of College and University Residence Halls) in 9 individual/group and 5 programming categories. The program recognizes outstanding contributions to the residence halls and provides awarded recognition at the campus, regional, and national levels each and every month! Writing an OTM is as simple as typing a few paragraphs and submitting through an online form at otms.nrhh.org. Please check with your campus's National Residence Hall Honorary Chapter or Residence Hall Association for campus-specific deadlines. OTMs must be submitted to the regional level by 11:59p MST on the 10th for the preceding month's nomination (i.e. a December OTM must be submitted by January 10). 

January 6: Epiphany
Epiphany is one of three major Christian celebrations along with Christmas and Easter. It is celebrated by most Christians on January 6 to commemorate the presentation of the infant Jesus to the Magi, or three wise men. Roman Catholics celebrate Epiphany on the Sunday which falls between January 2 and January 8. 
Epiphany is derived from the Greek epiphaneia and means manifestation or to appear. In a religious context, the term describes the appearance of an invisible divine being in a visible form.
The celebration of the Epiphany began in the Eastern Church and included a celebration of Christ's birth. However, by the 4th century C. E., the various calendar reforms had moved the birth of Christ to December 25 and the church in Rome began celebrating January 6 as Epiphany. Armenians still celebrate the birth of Christ on January 6.
January 6: Cuddle Up Day
Cuddle Up Day is an opportunity to snuggle up to someone on a cold winters' day or night. Chances are it's cold outside. So, cozy up to a special someone, and enjoy the warmth and love. This day is enjoyed by both young and old. 
This day is a great opportunity to: 
... cuddle with your cutie 
... hug your honey 
Of course, you do not have to cuddle up with someone...... 
· Cuddling up in your easy chair is a great idea. 
· Cuddling up to a pet is rewarding. 
· Cuddling up to a stuffed animal is quite secure and comforting. 
· Cuddling up with a good book is enjoyable. 
· Cuddling up by the fireside is warm and cozy. 
January 12: National Pharmacist Day
National Pharmacist Day is honors pharmacists, and recognizes their important role in medical care. A Pharmacist must be knowledgeable of the chemistry of all medicines. They can inform you of a drugs' side effects, and all aspects of prescription medicine. Very importantly, they understand and recognize the inter-action of drugs together...many people take numerous drugs. 
National Pharmacist Day recognizes this important role. If you are in the pharmacy today, make sure to wish your pharmacist a good day.  Gifts and cards are not required. 
January 13: Blame Someone Else Day
What a great time you can have on this day. Imagine all the problems, errors, and mistakes you could heap on someone else today. On this day you don't have to take responsibility or blame for any faux pas on your part. On the downside, this day comes as a double edged sword. While you are busy putting the blame elsewhere, someone might just be putting the blame on you! 
So.......if ther is somethin wrong whif the spellin of this artickle, it's not my fallt.....its' yours. 
Blame Someone Else Day could just be your day. But, watch out..... any blame you place today, can come back to bite you tomorrow. After all...what comes around goes around. 
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International Volunteer Day (IVD) offers an opportunity for volunteer organizations and individual Make Your Dream Come True Day gives you the opportunity to do something to realize your goals and dreams. Whatever your dreams are, they usually don't come true without some effort on your part. So, today is the perfect opportunity to do something about it. 
On this day do something, anything, to move in the direction of achieving your dreams. Sure, sometimes it takes several steps to accomplish them. So view today as a time to get started on them. With a little effort, they will come true! 
January 16: Martin Luther King Day
Born on January 15, 1929, Martin Luther King Jr. grew to become one of the greatest Social Activists the world has ever known. At 35, he became the youngest person to win the Nobel Peace prize. He was assassinated on April 4, 1968 while making a speech from the balcony of his hotel room in Memphis, Tennessee. 
His Birthday became a National Holiday by an act of Congress in 1983. Many consider it a day to serve your community.
January 21: National Hugging Day
What a great day! This is an opportunity to give and to receive. Give a hug, and you automatically receive one in return. Sure, someone might not hug back. But, how often does that happen!?! 
Hugs are loving. Hugs are therapeutic. Hugs are caring. Hugs are celebratory.  Hugs make you feel good inside. Have you ever received a hug from someone who didn't care? I didn't think so. That's proof positive that you're loved and cared about. Celebrate today by giving hugs to family, friends and loved ones. You'll love the warm feeling you get.   
January 23: Lunar New Year
A festive holiday celebrated for about two weeks. The Lunar New Year is observed by the Chinese, Koreans, and Vietnamese. The event takes place during the first three days of the first lunar month (late January or early February). People dress up in costumes, exchange food and gifts, visit family members, and remember ancestors. They settle all business accounts and forget all grudges.

January 28: Fun At Work Day
Fun at Work Day is a day to have fun at work for once. Ideally, work should be fun. But normally, work is not intended to have fun. It's intended to get work done. You're a very lucky person, if you if you can get work done and have fun doing it. The lucky souls in this situation, love their job. 
Unfortunately, all of us are not lucky enough to have a job that's fun to do. If that's you, then today is a day just for you! Think of ways to make your job more fun and exciting. Look to do some fun things at work today, even if it takes away from production just a wee bit. 
Please Note: If you do fun things today that is counter-productive, or takes you away from the job, make sure you get your boss' permission first. Better still, get him or her involved. 
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