[image: http://images.mylot.com/userImages/images/postphotos/1783974.jpg]

Hello AIMHO:

On behalf of the Awards and Recognition Committee, we wanted to send a quick note to let you know about recognition opportunities that are coming up throughout the month of August. Take care and remember that recognition can happen in many ways.  

5 Quick Ways To Recognize Others

1. Include an employee in a “special” meeting. 
2. Give a shiny new penny for a thought that has been shared. 
3. Send flowers to an employee’s home as a thank you. 
4. Allow employees to attend meetings in your place when you are not available. 
5. Purchase a unique pin to serve as a memento for a task well done. 
6. Wear color-coded name tags in a staff meeting to indicate significant achievements – such as length of service, successful project completion, etc. 
August is Artist Appreciation Month
August 1-September 29: Ramadan (Islamic, Moslem, Muslim)
Ramadan is the most sacred holiday of the Muslim year and is mandated by the Qur'an (2:183). It occurs in the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and is the holy month of fasting. Fasting is considered to be the third pillar or religious obligation of Islam and provides many benefits including learning self-control. This results from a lack of preoccupation with satisfying bodily appetites during the daylight hours. Ramadan is a time of worship, reading the Qur'an, charitable acts, and the purification of individual behavior. This is also the time in which the Qur'an was revealed to Mohammed as guidance for the people.

Ramadan begins when a trusted witness testifies that the new moon has been sighted. Consequently, the fasting may be delayed if the moon is not visible. During this period, Muslims must abstain from food, drink, and sexual intercourse from dawn until dusk each day. Ramadan is a time of atonement somewhat similar to Yom Kippur and Lent. As most of us will be in RA training and opening during this time, it’s important to remind folks that our Muslim brothers and sisters will be refraining from all food and drink, including water. 
August 4: National Coast Guard Recognition Day
U.S. Coast Guard Day honors the military branch that protects our waters and shorelines. The U.S. Defense Department suggests that this day is largely an internal celebration for all Coast Guard personnel and their families, past and present. But, we'd like to encourage everyone to honor the brave members of this important branch of the military. 
Celebrate U.S. Coast Guard Day by learning more about the responsibilities and functions of the U.S. Coast Guard. They are now playing an even more extensive role in Homeland Security to protect our country. 
We salute Coast Guard personnel today and every day. We hope you do, too.
August 5: Work Like A Dog Day
Work Like a Dog Day honors and recognizes the hardest working among us. 
Some people skate by, doing as little as possible. Others, do only what they have to. Others still work like a dog. While work is to be done, they dig in relentlessly. They seldom take a break until the task is completed. 
We want to make sure to differentiate between "Work-A-Holics" and those who "Work Like a Dog". Work-A-Holics are always working, even though they may not be working hard. Those who work like a dog, work very hard while they are working. But, they do not work all of the time. 
Today is a day to show appreciation for those who carry more than their load, and work like a dog. You can also honor them by working like a dog today. 
August 7: Friendship Day
Friendship Day is a day to nurture relationships, new and old. It's a really easy and fun day to celebrate. 
Start the day by getting in touch with some old friends. Start early. Chances are, they know its Friendship Day. You want to beat them to the punch, and contact them first. Phone calls, emails, Ecards, are great tools.  See if you can make plans for lunch today, or some other day (soon). 
Then, catch up to some of your current pals and buddies. Make sure to do some interesting things with them before the day is through. As you go through the day, be ever vigilant to spot an opportunity to make a new friend. Finding new friends today is a real feather in your cap. 
One thing is for certain...... if you put your all into the spirit of Friendship Day, you will have a great, great day. 

August 10: Lazy Day
Lazy Day is your chance to goof off, and definitely not work.  (Ha!) And, it definitely comes at a good time. Hot, muggy weather makes it easy to kick back and be lazy for a day. If summer chores are not done by now, they can just wait one more day. 
Play the Lazy song and do nothing….If only
August 13: Left Hander’s Day
If you are a Leftie, Then Left Handers Day is just for you! 
Left Handers, also commonly referred to as Southpaws, are the brunt of more than their share of jokes all year long. How do I know? Yup, you guessed it! It isn’t easy being a leftie. But those of us who are would have it no other way. Lefties are proud of it. 
The world is built for right handers. Examples are everywhere. For example: 
· In school, have you ever seen a left handed desk? They don't exist. 
· Many left handed items cost more. 
· Novelty coffee mugs are made with the picture or text for a right handed pick-up. 
· Scissors for right handers. Only a lefty would understand this. 
· The computer mouse you are using as you read this is designed for right handers. 
Did you Know? Right handed people operate in the left side of the brain. Left handed people use the right side. Therefore, only left handed people are in their right mind. 
Left Hander's certainly earned the right to have a day dedicated to them. And, August 13th is that day. So take a minute to appreciate your left handed friends and loved ones. Don't forget to send them a Left Handed Day Ecard to show your respect. 
August 21: Senior Citizen Day
National Senior Citizens Day honors our elderly population. On this day, we are encouraged to recognize and show appreciation for the value and contribution of elderly people to home, family and society. 
In his Presidential Proclamation (August 19, 1988), President Ronald Reagan said "For all they have achieved throughout life and for all they continue to accomplish, we owe older citizens our thanks and a heartfelt salute. We can best demonstrate our gratitude and esteem by making sure that our communities are good places in which to mature and grow older." 
On National Senior Citizens Day, we should: 
· Spend some time with senior citizens 
· Show our appreciation for senior citizens 
· Do volunteer work in support of the elderly 
If you are a senior citizen, enjoy your day any way you desire. After all, this is your day! Make sure to take advantage of senior citizens specials and discounts. There's bound to be plenty offers today. 
August 26: Women’s Equality Day
Women's Equality Day commemorates the 19th Amendment to the Constitution, granting women the right to vote.
In 1971, after much work, and at the urging of U.S. Representative Bella Abzug (D-NY), Congress designated August 26 each year as “Women’s Equality Day.” This day was selected to commemorate the passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution on August 26, 1920. This amendment granted women the right to vote.  This was the culmination of decades of effort by women suffragettes and other groups.  Their efforts dated back to first women’s rights convention in 1848 at Seneca Falls, New York. 
Celebrate this day in a number of ways. First, stop and celebrate the accomplishments made in gaining the right to vote, and towards equality for women. Women's rights groups suggest you continue to be involved in pursuing full and equal rights for women in all areas and in all issues.
Additional Tips During For Your Upcoming Staff Training
Training
 
Training is a busy and stressful time as we are all attempting to pass on knowledge to make sure the school year goes well for ourselves and the students, and recognition for all involved with the process will keep morale up during long training sessions.
 
A smooth training session is an enjoyable training session, and those who are always present, even showing up early or assisting with set-up as well as the trainers themselves are important in getting training off to a good start. During training, if any questions are asked to the group, those who answer correctly help keep the session moving and show that the training is getting through, and anybody asking a good question that covers an important topic helps enrich the training session as well.
 
Passing out or tossing candy to those that contribute during the session is always good for morale, providing food and beverage can assist in restlessness and help people get through to lunch or the end of the training day. If you have a good idea for a drawing prize, run a drawing and base number of entries off of attendance or some similar system. At the end of training, certificates for those who were trained and a party for the efforts of the trainers will help enthusiasm with training in the future. Shirts or pins of some kind signifying time spent or number of years a trainer has been involved with training would help retention of trainers as well.
 





 
Move-in
 
Move-in can be a hectic time for all of us in the housing profession, but it does not mean we should lack in recognizing those who help us get through the long days. People such as students, parents, family members, volunteers, student, and professional staff are all working hard to ensure that those long days aren't overwhelming.
 
Some ways to recognize these hardworking movers are to provide specific attire such as tags, pins, or stickers as a little memento. Additionally, to make sure they don’t dehydrate, provide water during move-in, and maybe throw a party afterwards to provide some food for non-staff and staff members that helped. At your staff meetings following move-in, you can recognize the staff members that helped as well. For those who are not on staff, a simple thank you note or even just an e-mail would surely be welcome and promote further assistance in the future.
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